50         The Indian Constitutional Tangle
What humbugging and what brazen-faced word-
play! As if the question of giving to Muslims
their due share in the provinces and at the Centre
is no political question at all! It is like putting
the cart before the horse. The Congress Presi-
dent expressed the pious wish of the Congress
to settle all points of communal controversy by
agreement and to continue their efforts to this end.
Well, why not settle this matter once for all and
then confront the British Government with a
joint demand, supported by both Hindus and
Muslims ? The whole Congress organization and
the Congress press raised a hue and cry that it
was preposterous to insist on a previous settle-
ment between Hindus and Muslims, and, once
the British Government conceded the Congress
demands* the settlement would easily follow. If
the Congress demands are conceded, what will
be left there to reach a settlement about? In
fact, it was against these specific demands that
the Muslims and other minorities had strong
objections. An example of the blind arrogance of
the Congress is furnished by the letter sent by
the Congress President to the Viceroy, wherein
he says that it should allay all real anxiety on the
part of the British Government when the Con-
gress declares that it contemplates no constitution*
wbkh does not carry with it the protection of
real* minorities to their satisfaction. So every